Let’s Talk Science!

Insect Scavenger Hunt

Activity Book
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Name:_________________________

How to find bugs in the wild

Remember all of the stuff we learned about bugs this year?  Well, now we’re going to use what learned to find bugs of our own.  Bugs live all around us, and today we’re going to learn to look for them.  

Do not try to catch bees or wasps.  They sting!

Flying insects:

Look for mosquitos and midges in swarms near trees and water.  Swing your net through the swarm to see what you catch.
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Insect larvae:

Insect larvae need food and shelter so that they don’t dry out.  Some of them live inside rotten logs or under rocks.  
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Sometimes, just by sitting still and looking very closely at the ground, you’ll see bugs scurrying around.  

[image: image5.wmf]Butterflies and moths:

Remember that butterflies feed on the nectar from flowers.  Where do you think you should look for them?
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Aquatic insects:

We use lots of different methods to look for aquatic invertebrates.  Maybe Kirsten will show you how to look!

Terrestrial Insects:

Put a large white sheet under a bush or tree branch, then hit the branch with a big stick to see what you find.  Another way to catch terrestrial insects is by making a pitfall trap.  Dig a small hole and insert a jar or plastic tub so that the rim of the tub is even with the ground.  Cover it with a piece of wood and leave it overnight to see what you get!

Moths:
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Try making a thick syrup of sugar, water, and rotting fruit.  Smear it on a tree at dusk and go back after it gets dark to see what is eating it.

Insect Identification:
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Carpenter ant:  

· 6 legs

· no wings

· lives in rotten logs

House fly:
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reddish eyes

· sponge-like mouth parts to suck up juices

· 6 legs and 1 pair of wings.

Mosquito:
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6 legs and 1 pair of wings

· long piercing mouth for sucking blood
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Beetle:

· 6 legs, 2 wings 

· hard wing coverings (called elytra)
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Butterflies:

· 6 legs, 4 wings

· diurnal

· simple antennae (not hairy)
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· 6 legs, 4 wings

· nocturnal

· hairy bodies and antennae
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· 8 legs, no wings, 8 eyes

· glands on their abdomen that produce silk (called “spinnerets”

· fangs
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BUG

POINTS

Ö

An insect with wings

2

An insect with 4 wings

3

An insect without wings

3

A beetle

2

A butterfly

5

A moth

5

An insect with 3 or more colours

4

An insect with one colour

2

An insect pupa

10

An insect larva

7

A fly

2

A mosquito

2

A spit bug (potato bug)

2

An insect eating a plant

4

A ladybug

5

A spider

2

A bug that nobody can identify

4

A centipede

5

A pillbug

2

An aquatic insect

4

Find as many of the following bugs that you can.  At 

the end of class, we will tally up  the results and give 

out prizes.


BUG RIDDLES

1.  From small in size

    To as big as WHOPPERS    

    We hop in the GRASS

    So we're called  

    __________

2.  I'm not your sister or your mother,

    But I'm married to your father's    

    brother.  What am I?

    ___________

3. You may call me BEETLE, bug or bird,

   Which may seem to be absurd.

   But give me "LADY" as title of  

   address,

   Then that will help clear up the mess.

   _________________

4. I'm busy, as busy as can BE,

   Making HONEY for you and me.

   My bumbling cousin is very busy too,

   But she won't make honey to give to    

   you.

   _________________________

11. Irresistibly drawn to flame,

    Is how I once got some fame.

    Playing in the candle fire,

    I singed my scaly wing attire.

    Now it's electric lights I do,

    I like them better, and they're safer 

    too.______________________

12. Our night flights make a pesky hum,

    But our bites are more irksome.

    Though you don't like us, we think 

     you're neat,

    And suck your blood for an evening    

    treat.

    Our small weight may be hardly felt,

    But our bite leaves an itchy welt.

    Besides making you ill at ease

    We may also spread disease.

    Yellow fever and malaria too

    Are diseases we can give to you.

    We also carry encephalitis,

    So if we're not around don't invite us.

    Drain standing water in which we 

    breed,

    So we'll go elsewhere for this need.

    And there are other things you can do

    To prevent us from biting you.

    _________________________

20. From our body backward trails,

    Two or three threadlike tails.

    Life's short for us, but just a day,

    Sometime in the month of MAY.

    Out of streams and bays we swarm,

    When the weather starts to warm.

    On weak wings we FLY about

    Before life's candle flickers out.

    Jumping fish upon us gorge.

    So do toads and frogs, by George!

    ___________________________

42. A CARPENTER is very good

    At building houses made from wood.

    You may guess, that from our name,

    We ANTS can also do the same.

    But we don't use hammer, plane or 

    saw.

    We just make holes that we gnaw.

    The holes are our home construction,

    But you may say it is destruction, 

    Because the wood we choose to bore

    May be in your home's wall or floor.

    Sometimes our home is too big 

    perhaps

    And your home is weakened and may 

    collapse.

    __________________________

17. I'm a BEETLE I'll let you know

    With some news to make you glow.

    On spring nights, when its dark and 

    damp,

    I "fly" around and flash my lamp. 

    My flashing light may seem like 

    LIGHTNING,

    But not so bright and not so 

    frightening.

    To some it looks like a "fire" spark

    That twinkles in the evening dark.

    My lamp is not to light my way,

    Nor flashing it just idle play.

    I flash a code my mate will see,

    Who then will "fly" to meet with me.

    __________________________

23. In people's homes we do abide

    In crack and niche is where we hide.

    During day we shun the light

    And come out when it is night.

    Any food left in the kitchen

    Is the stuff for which we're itchin'

    Crumbs on counters or in drawers

    Is the food we claim as ours.

    Filth and garbage is in our diet.

    If it's edible, we will try it.

    "Loathsome pest", folks say of us,

    But leave us food as if they love us.

    _________________________

25. I'm the one who scared Miss Muffet

    When she sat upon her tuffet.

    From the moment that I  SPIED HER,

    I knew she'd spook if I sat beside   

    her.

    It's just as well she ran away.

    I couldn't eat her anyway.

    But the flies on her curds and whey

    Were for me delicious prey.

   ___________________________

30. With long legs spraddled to the side

    On water surface it can glide.

    Across a pond it can get

    And not get its body wet.

    It's held from water by its feet

    So body and water do not meet. 

    Looking somewhat like a spider

    Is this graceful _______________.

33. When a dog gets bit by these

    He snaps or bites in hopes to seize

    The pest that makes him ill at ease,

    We jump away, we are the   

     ___________________________.

15. I'm not a walking cane or crutch,

    But my name implies as much.

    I rest on tree limbs in open sight,

    But I'm still hidden as if by night.

    My camouflage is really slick.

    When I'm still I’m like a stick.

    ______________________
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		Kirsten's Buggy Scavenger Hunt

		Find as many of the following bugs that you can.  At the end of class, we will tally up  the results and give out prizes.

		BUG		POINTS		Ö

		An insect with wings		2

		An insect with 4 wings		3

		An insect without wings		3

		A beetle		2

		A butterfly		5

		A moth		5

		An insect with 3 or more colours		4

		An insect with one colour		2

		An insect pupa		10

		An insect larva		7

		A fly		2

		A mosquito		2

		A spit bug (potato bug)		2

		An insect eating a plant		4

		A ladybug		5

		A spider		2

		A bug that nobody can identify		4

		A centipede		5

		A pillbug		2

		An aquatic insect		4
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