Let’s Talk Science!

Rainforests and bugs

Activity book
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November 14

Name:_________________

· Rainforests have more types of plants and animals than any other habitat on earth!  This means that they have high BIODIVERSITY
· The rain forest is made up of four main layers. They are the forest floor, the understory, the canopy, and the emergent layer. Each one of these layers has an important role in the rainforest. 
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The forest floor is very dark. The trees of the canopy prevent light from reaching the forest floor. The plant and animal life must be able to adapt to the dark. The forest floor is very rich from the rotting plants and animal life. The soil is mostly decomposed materials, which provide food to the living plants through a root system.  Some of the roots are very shallow because there is so much water on the surface level of the forest floor. Some of the roots are not underground. The root system is on the outside of the tree and collects the moisture from the air. 
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The understory is the next layer of the rainforest. It has a little more light. The understory is the home of many animals, including frogs, owls, bats, monkeys, and big cats. The leaf cutter ants are important to this area of the rainforest. The leaf-cutter ants eat the leaves that fall from the trees. Of course the anteater, loves the leaf-cutter ant. Some animals travel from the understory to the next layer, the canopy. Most animal and plant life are in these two levels of the rainforest.
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The canopy receives a lot of sunlight. Birds love the canopy because of its fruit and nuts. There are many animals, some friendly and some not so friendly. Many of the plants of the canopy never touch the ground. They are air plants. They really don't live on air, but on other plants. Many of the plants in the canopy are used for medicines. The periwinkle, for example is used to treat leukemia.
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The emergent layer is where the tallest trees break through to the sunlight. Eagles, macaws, and toucans fly around looking for a place to nest. They try to find fruit. Many of the animals that are in this layer like the bright open areas. This is where you will find eagles and hawks, howler monkeys, lizards of all types, and many insects. The birds of the rainforest, the parrots and toucans, love to find their fruit and fly in the open areas above the emergent layer.
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My Rainforest Animal

My rainforest animal is called a ____________.

It lives in the _____________ layer.

It likes to eat _____________.

Its enemies are _________________________.

Cool fact #1:___________________________.

Cool fact #2:___________________________.

Cool fact #3:___________________________.

Stick insect diary

Our stick insect is named _______________.

She is from ______________. (country)

She likes to eat ______________. 

She came to our classroom on ____________(date) and was _____ cm long.

Keep a record of your stick bug’s growth here.  How fast does she grow?  

	Date
	Length

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Our stick insect
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