Let’s Talk Science!
Animal Habitats

Activity Book
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Name:____________________

· Animals need lots of different things in order to survive in the wild.  They need to be able to find food, water, shelter, a place to reproduce, and protection from predators. A habitat is a place where an animal lives that provides it with all of these things. 
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Herbivores are animals that eat only plants.  They can usually live in a small habitat because it’s easy to find plants to eat.  Examples of herbivores are rabbits, mice, deer, and moose.  

· Carnivores are animals that eat only other animals.  They usually require a large habitat because it’s more difficult to find other animals to eat.  Some examples of carnivores are weasels, cougars, wolves, and foxes.

· [image: image3.wmf]Omnivores are animals that eat a combination of plants and animals.  Examples of omnivores are bears and raccoons.  

· An ecosystem is an area where all of the living things (including animals) interact.  An ecosystem can be a habitat for lots of different organisms.  For example, wetland ecosystems are wet areas where grasses, willow trees, aquatic plants, and shrubs grow.  They provide habitat for moose, beavers, birds, and fish.

· [image: image4.wmf]Different animals have adapted to different types of habitats.  Adaptation is important because it allows animals to use resources that no one else uses.  That way, habitats don’t become too crowded with lots of animals trying to find the same things.  Webbed feet are an adaptation that geese have so they can swim.  Bears have adapted to climbing trees by growing long claws.

· All animals have a specific role in their ecosystem.  This role is called a niche.  For example, a woodpecker drills holes in trees and eats the insects it finds there.  That is its niche.  No other animal in an ecosystem can do the same thing; otherwise the two animals would compete for food and neither animal would be able to eat very much.    

                      Build a habitat!
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Build a habitat diorama for a British Columbia animal.  Read the activity information sheets and use them to build a great home for your animal.  Remember to include food, water, and shelter.  If your animal lays eggs, don’t forget to include a place for it to build its nest or redd.

My animal is a ______________________________.

Where does your animal live?________________________

What does your animal eat?_________________________
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How has your animal adapted to living in its habitat?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Wildlife Habitat at School

[image: image7.wmf]What types of animals could live in your schoolyard?  Birds?  Bears?  Rabbits?

Where is the nearest water supply? ___________________

What types foods are available?  Plants?  Animals? ________

______________________________________________

Where could an animal find shelter? ___________________

______________________________________________

What types of animals could live here? _________________

______________________________________________

What animals have you seen here? ____________________
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A fishy food chain
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