Intergalactic Habitats

1) Before getting to the school:

a. Work out some examples of animals on Earth and how they adapt to their respective environments and draw them so that they’re easily seen by all kids  - i.e. make them relatively big and as colourful as you can.  Some examples include polar bears with their fur, or giraffes with their necks, and fish with their gills.

b. Label some of the animal’s adaptations on the drawing so that the kids can get an idea of what you’re talking about, and also to get them to start thinking about what you’d like for them to do.  Do not label too many, as you would like for the kids to look at the picture and come up with their own suggestions of how the animals adapt to their respective environments.

2) Interacting with students: 

a. Put up the drawings on a board or wall and go through each of the drawings pointing out the adaptations that you’ve labeled

b. With each picture after you’ve done your mini-presentation of how the animal is suited to their habitat, ask the kids to suggest other ways that the animal adapts to its environment.

c. After the presentations, ask the kids to think up their own planet (anything goes), creatures that could survive on this planet (anything goes), and the adaptations these creatures could have.

d. Ask the kids to put their ideas on paper.  While you should let them let loose with their imaginations, ask them to keep in mind how each adaptation they draw, be it wheels for feet (to get around quickly) or garlicky breath (a defense mechanism), will help them survive in their respective habitats.

e. Go around and ask the kids questions as they create their own planet, and at the end, if you have time, ask them to present their planet to the class.
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