	Title of Experiment: 
	
	Habitat Dioramas

	Learning Objectives:


	-learn what all animals need in a habitat

-learn about adaptations to certain habitats (webbed feet to take advantage of water, claws for climbing trees and looking for food)



	Materials:
	Boxes/containers for kids to build their diorama in/on (we used half of a styrofoam fast food container)

Various sticks, twigs, branches, leaves for habitat features

Blue cellophane wrap for water or felt pens to colour water directly on the base

glue



	Diagram of Set-up:
	[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf] 


[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]

	How to Perform the Experiment:
	Discuss habitat features for each animal.  Stress that the student has to give their animal food, shelter, water and a nesting/breeding area.  Hand out materials and watch them build!



	Explanation of What’s Happening:
	Animals need a variety of things in order to survive.  Each animal habitat has to provide food, water, shelter, and nesting/breeding grounds.  Different animals have adapted to different habitats so that they can take advantage of different habitat features.  For example, goose developed webbed feet and long necks so that they could swim out onto ponds and eat vegetation that grows on the bottom.  An animal’s role in its habitat is called a niche.  
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	Approximate Cost per Student:
	$0.25
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