Description of Experiment 
	Title of Experiment: 
	
	Growing Bacteria

	Learning Objectives:


	· learn where the bacteria are the in the classroom

· learn how bacteria reproduce



	Materials:
	Agar-filled petri dishes

Q-tips

Permanent marker

tape

	Diagram of Set-up:
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	How to Perform the Experiment:
	Discuss where bacteria are found (everywhere essentially, but they prefer moist, dark places)

Give each student a Q-Tip and a plate.  

Rub the surface of the thing you want to sample with the q-tip, then gently ROLL the Q-tip around on the agar plate.  (You can divide the Petri plate into 4 by drawing an X on the bottom of the plate, and putting one sample in each quadrant).

Tape the lid on the dish and place it upside down on your desk.  Wait for things to grow!

	Explanation of What’s Happening:
	Bacteria can be found in a lot of places.  The agar is a nutrient-rich growing medium for bacteria.  When the bacteria are transferred to the medium, they reproduce quickly, forming cultures that can be seen.  Different colours or shapes of cultures may indicate different types of bacteria.

	References 

(if applicable):
	Microbe Zoo: http://commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/dlc-me/zoo/
Bacteria lesson plan: http://www.uen.org/Lessonplan/preview.cgi?LPid=1351

	IRP objective met 

(if applicable):
	

	Approximate Cost per Student:
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